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I"love"Vim"because"I've"yet"to"hit"the"
ceiling



Typing'is'not'the'bo.leneck
!!"Michael"Hill"(GeePawHill)1

1"h$p://anarchycreek.com/2009/05/26/how8tdd8and8pairing8increase8produc?on/



Vim's&killer&feature&is&the&language&it&
provides&for&making&changes



Syntax'of'the'Language
Verb%+%Noun

d!for!delete

w!for!word,

combine(to(be("delete(word"



Commands(are(Repeatable(&(
Undoable



Verbs&in&Vim

The$opera)on$you$want$to$take$on$the$text

• d"=>"Delete

• c"=>"Change"(delete"and"enter"insert"mode)

• >"=>"Indent

• v"=>"Visually1select

• y"=>"Yank"(copy)



Nouns&in&Vim&**&Mo,ons

• w"=>"word"(forward"by"a""word")

• b"=>"back"(back"by"a""word")

• 2j"=>"down"2"lines



Nouns&in&Vim&**&Text&Objects

• iw"=>""inner"word""(works"from"anywhere"in"a"word)

• it"=>""inner"tag""(the"contents"of"an"HTML"tag)

• i""=>""inner"quotes"

• ip"=>""inner"paragraph"

• as"=>""a"sentence"



Nouns&in&Vim&**&Parameterized&Text&Objects

• f,#F#=>#"find"#the#next#character

• t,#T#=>#"find"#the#next#character

• /#=>#Search#(up#to#the#next#match)



Combinatorics,of,Commands
  5 operators * 10 motions
+ 5 operators * 10 text objects
+ 5 operators * 35 characters * 4 (for `f`, `F`, `t`, `T`)
+ 5 operators * ~100 (for `/`)



Combinatorics,of,Commands
  5 commands * 10 motions
+ 5 commands * 10 text objects
+ 5 commands * 70 characters * 4 (for `f`, `F`, `t`, `T`)
+ 5 commands * ~100 (for `/`)

2000

Dis$nct(commands(based(on(memorizing(~30(key(mappings((that(
are(very(memorable)



Learning(Vim(as(a(Language

Ben$McCormick

http://benmccormick.org/2014/07/02/learning-vim-in-2014-vim-as-language/


Vim$Text$Objects:$The$Defini3ve$Guide

Carbon'Five'blog

http://blog.carbonfive.com/2011/10/17/vim-text-objects-the-definitive-guide/


Why$Atom$Can't$Replace$Vim

Mike%Kozlowski

https://medium.com/@mkozlows/why-atom-cant-replace-vim-433852f4b4d1


Stop%the%Vim%Configrua2on%Madness

Contains(this(great,(succinct(quote:

You$know$what$improves$produc4vity?$
Mastering$mo4ons$and$operators.

http://usevim.com/2013/02/20/configuration/


Your%problem%with%Vim%is%that%you%don't%
grok%vi.

The$classic$Stackoverflow$post$that$sets$
the$standard$on$talking$about$the$Vim$
language.

http://stackoverflow.com/a/1220118
http://stackoverflow.com/a/1220118


Tips%for%Mastering%the%Language

The$"dot"$command

• Use%the%more%general%text%object%(iw%rather%than%w%even%if%at%
beginning%of%word)

• Prefer%text%objects%to%mo;ons%when%possible

• Repeat.vim%for%plugin%repea;ng

https://github.com/tpope/vim-repeat


Rela%ve'Number



Visual'Mode'Is'a'Smell

Don't&use&two&sentences&where&one&will&due

Breaks'repeatability



Custom'Operators

Surround
Commentary
ReplaceWithRegister
Titlecase
Sort7mo8on
System7copy

https://github.com/tpope/vim-surround
https://github.com/tpope/vim-commentary
https://github.com/vim-scripts/ReplaceWithRegister
https://github.com/christoomey/vim-titlecase
https://github.com/christoomey/vim-sort-motion
https://github.com/christoomey/vim-system-copy


Custom'Text'Objects

Indent
En're
Line
Ruby/block

https://github.com/kana/vim-textobj-indent
https://github.com/kana/vim-textobj-entire
https://github.com/kana/vim-textobj-line
https://github.com/nelstrom/vim-textobj-rubyblock


Custom'Text'Objects'//'Finding'
More

Many%many%more%available

textobj'user+wiki

https://github.com/kana/vim-textobj-user/wiki


In#Conclusion
Having'a'composable'language'of'opera3ons'
and'text'objects'is'one'honking'great'idea'::'

let's'do'more'of'those!


